[Some public health effects of agricultural methane gas plants on the environment].
Several big agricultural fermentation plants for producing of "biogas" are in operation in the GDR. Problems of distances to other objects, utilisation of methane and storage of liquid manure (slurry) are discussed. Some results of experiments about the immissions in the environment are demonstrated. They have point out, that the emissions of microorganisms and viruses cannot be demonstrated in a distance of more than about 200 meters. It is the most important hygienic acknowledge, that the distance of organoleptic observation is always greater than the epidemiologic or sanitary one. Therefore the production of energy by anaerobic fermentation of liquid manure and sewage sludge seems to be an useful way from hygienic point of view.